Amendment 

Docket No: 2004P00478US 

(formerly NL040 1 29US 1 ) 

Serial No. 10/597,413 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Kindly replace the claims of record with the following full set of claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A record carrier comprising a plurality of areas at l oast 
ono aroa for storing disc management information and a designation area, , sa i d 
r e cord carr ie r furth e r compr i s i ng an area, assoc i at e d w i th a f i rst on e of sa i d at 
le ast on e ar e a , said designation area including a predefined number of clusters, 
said predefined number being associated with a number of said plurality of areas, 
wherein at least one of said clusters is associated with a corresponding one of 
the plurality of areas for storing disc management information, wherein 
compr i s i ng signals in the designation area indicate which corresponding one of 
i nd i cat i ng wh i ch of so l octod onos of said plurality of areas at l oast ono aroa for 
storing disc management information is in us o, sa i d s i gna l s be i ng re l ated to a 
corr e spond i ng on e of sa i d at l east on e ar e a for stor i ng d i sc manag e m e nt 
i nformat i on . 

2. (Currently amended) The record carrier according to claim 1, wherein the 
designation a rea _compr i s i ng s i gna l s i nd i cat i ng wh i ch of sa i d at le ast on e ar e a for 
stor i ng d i sc manag e m e nt i nformat i on is i n us e is located inside sa i d f i rst one of 
said plurality of areas at l oast ono aroa for storing disc management information. 

3. (Currently amended) The record carrier according to claim 1, wherein the 
designation area compr i s i ng s i gna l s i ndicating wh i ch of sa i d at le ast on e ar e a for 
stor i ng d i sc managomont i nformat i on i s in uso is located adjacent to sa i d f i rst one 
of said plurality of areas at l oast ono aroa for storing disc management 
information. 
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4. (Currently amended) The record carrier according to claim 1 wherein the 
signals i nd i cat i ng wh i ch of sa i d at l oast ono aroa for stor i ng d i sc managomont 
i nformat i on i s i n us e ar e c l ust e rs on said record carr ie r, sa i d c l ust e rs compr i s i ng 
comprise marks fof indicating a first status of saM a corresponding one of the 
plurality of areas at l east ono aroa for storing disc management information and 
compr i s i ng no marks fef indicating a second status of se te a corresponding one 
of the plurality of areas at le ast on e ar e a for storing disc management 
information. 

5. (Currently amended) The record carrier according to claim 4, wherein the first 
status indicates that a corresponding area of said plurality of areas at le ast on e 
area for storing disc management information is in use, and the second status 
indicates that the corresponding area of said plurality of areas at l oast ono aroa 
for storing disc management information is not in use. 

6. (Currently amended) A method for recording information on a record carrier, 
said record carrier comprising plurality of areas at l oast ono aroa for storing disc 
management information and aft a designation area including a predefined 
number of clusters, said predefined number of clusters being associated with a 
number of said plurality of areas, at least one of said clusters being associated 
with a corresponding one of the plurality of areas for storing disc management 
information wherein compr i s i ng signals in the clusters indicate which of 
i nd i cat i ng wh i ch of s ele ct e d on e s of said plurality of areas at le ast on e ar e a for 
storing disc management information is in use, sa i d s i gna l s b ei ng r el at e d to a 
correspond i ng ono of sa i d at l oast ono aroa for stor i ng d i sc managomont 
i nformat i on, the method comprising the steps of: 

accessing the designation area comprising signals indicating which of 
e ach of said plurality of areas at le ast on e ar e a for storing disc management 
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information is in use, 

checking each of said signals in said designation area ; 

determining from said signals the last area for storing disc management 
information which is in use, and 

retrieving the disc management information contained within said 
determined last area for storing disc management information. 

7. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 6, wherein the step of 
accessing the designation area comprising signals indicating which of said 
plurality of areas at l oast ono aroa for storing disc management information is in 
use consists of referencing a predefined location on the record carrier. 

8. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 6, wherein the step of 
retrieving the disc management information comprises retrieving pointer 
information from a predefined location in the determined last area for storing disc 
management information in use, and subsequently retrieving the disc 
management information by using said pointer information. 

9. (cancel) 

10. (Currently amended) The record carrier according to claim 1, wherein 
said signals in said clusters of said designation area compr i s i ng s i gna l s 
i nd i cat i ng wh i ch of sa i d at le ast on e ar e a for stor i ng d i sc manag e m e nt 
i nformat i on i s i n us e explicitly identify which of i d e nt i f ie s sa i d f i rst on e of said 
plurality of areas at l oast ono aroa is in use . 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The record carrier according to claim 1 , wherein 
said signals in said cluster of said designation area compr i s i ng s i gna l s i nd i cat i ng 
wh i ch of sa i d at l oast ono aroa for stor i ng d i sc managomont i nformat i on i s i n uso 
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implicitly identify which i dent i f i es sa i d f i rst one of said plurality of areas at l east 
one aroa is in use . 

12. (Currently amended) The record carrier according to claim 1, wherein 
sa i d a first one of said plurality of areas at l oast ono aroa is contained at a known 
region of said record carrier. 

13. (Currently amended) The record carrier according to claim 1, wherein 
said designation area compr i s i ng s i gna l s i nd i cat i ng wh i ch of sa i d at l oast ono 
aroa for stor i ng d i sc managomont i nformat i on i s i n uso is contained at a known 
region of said record carrier. 

14. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 6, wherein said 
signals in said clusters of said designation area compr i s i ng s i gna l s i nd i cat i ng 
wh i ch of sa i d at l oast on e aroa for stor i ng d i sc managem e nt i nformat i on i s i n us e 
explicitly identify which of i dont i f i os sa i d f i rst ono of said plurality of areas at le ast 
ono aroa is in use . 

15. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 6, wherein said 
signals in said clusters fo said other area compr i s i ng s i gna l s i nd i cat i ng wh i ch of 
sa i d at l oast ono aroa for stor i ng d i sc managomont i nformat i on i s i n uso implicitly 
identify which of i dont i f i os sa i d f i rst ono of said plurality of areas at l oast ono aroa 
is in use . 

16. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 6, wherein a sa44 
first one of said plurality of areas at l oast ono aroa is contained at a known region 
of said record carrier. 
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17. (Currently amended) A record carrier comprising at least one layer, each 
of said at least one layer comprising: 

a plurality of areas at le ast on e ar e a of a known dimension for storing disc 
management information and a designation area, said designation area including 
a predefined number of clusters, said predefined number of clusters being 
associated with a number of said plurality of areas, at least one cluster being 
associated with a corresponding one of the plurality of areas for storing disc 
management information, wherein signals in the designation area indicate which 
of said plurality of areas is in use , whoroin a f i rst ono of sa i d at l oast ono aroa 
has assoc i ated thorow i th an aroa compr i s i ng s i gna l s correspond i ng to so l octod 
on e s of e ach of sa i d at le ast on e ar e a for stor i ng d i sc manag e m e nt i nformat i on, 
sa i d s i gna l s i nd i cat i ng wh i ch of sa i d at least on e ar e a for stor i ng d i sc 
managomont i nformat i on i s i n uso. 

18. (Currently amended) The record carrier according to claim 17, wherein 
said signals in said clusters in said designation area compr i s i ng s i gna l s i nd i cat i ng 
wh i ch of sa i d at l oast ono aroa for stor i ng d i sc managomont i nformat i on i s i n uso 
explicitly identify which of i dont i f i os sa i d first ono o f said plurality of areas at l oast 
on e ar e a is in use . 

19. (Currently amended) The record carrier according to claim 17, wherein 
said signals in said clusters in said other area compr i s i ng s i gna l s i nd i cat i ng wh i ch 
of sa i d at le ast on e ar e a for stor i ng d i sc manag e m e nt i nformat i on i s i n us e 
implicitly identify which of i d e nt i f ie s sa i d f i rst on e of said plurality of areas at le ast 
ono aroa is in use. 

20. (New) The record carrier of claim 1, wherein the predefined number of 
clusters eguals the number of said plurality of areas. 
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21 . (New) The record carrier of claim 1 , wherein the predefined number of 
clusters equals one less than the number of said plurality of areas. 
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